i78                       LIFE AND SPORT

What shall we do? where shall we stay? You may stay
in a charming little half-English house on the hillside if you
have friends or are enterprising enough to take a house,
which will be scantily furnished, for yourself. But in all the
hill stations there are hotels, some very good, some atrocious
and many betwixt and between. You will find plenty of
merry people there, grass widows and families; officials and
their wives who shirk a house, and sufficient men to carry on.
Simla of course is a bigger matter. There come many folk.
You will dance, you will play tennis, you will dine out and
give dinners at house or hotel; you will ride and picnic and
what not. There will be a man's club where skirts can be
eschewed, and remembering that many folk in India are
young, and that there are unfortunately no old folk, you
will, in a way, find much fun and pleasant intercourse.

In Simla, where there will be two thousand people all
on one calling list, there will be plenty to do. There.are
half a dozen hotels, delightful forest resorts, and places of
entertainment in the wooded hinterland; there is a Viceroy
to see and be entertained by, and if by chance you will go
to a State Ball, you will feel as if you really belonged to some
Ruritardan story, what with princes and queens and life-
guards and officers in many picturesque uniforms; Rajahs
like Carlsbad plums, in kincob and crimson, and in the corner
eould ladies match-making9 and the cshubadars wid their
midals and shtars3." Did you ask about love-making, go to!
This is a land of young people, of young women and young
wives and cavaliers, and busy clever men and so forth:c Woman
is fire and man is tow, the devil comes and begins to blow'.
But not more than elsewhere ye'll ken. Bright pleasant folk
there are of both sexes, and a world of action, that is worth
your seeing.

Perhaps we had better now leave the hills, but it may be
said that young officers, who incidentally, for matrimonial
purposes, are usual detrimentals, are hunted from the hill
stations by their commanding officers and sent off on shoot-
ing quests for wild goat and sheep of immense horns that